
 

VIA FACSIMILE 
202-456-2461 
 

May 1, 2012 

The Honorable Barack Obama 
President of the United States 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Dear President Obama: 
 
We, the 18 national and 16 state organizations below are writing to commend your 
Administration for its efforts to enforce federal drug laws, and strongly urge you to reject any 
calls to revise the United States’ policy on illegal drugs that would legalize marijuana or other 
illicit drugs. We urge your Administration to remain steadfast in its efforts to enforce Federal 
drug laws in states that allow “medical marijuana” and to reject any calls for outright legalization 
of marijuana and other drugs anywhere in the United States.  

“Medical marijuana” legislation and ballot initiatives often pass under the guise of 
compassionate use for terminally ill patients. To the contrary, however, the “patients” using 
“medical marijuana” are usually not terminally or chronically ill. In fact, the Journal of Drug 
Policy Analysis reports that in California more than 95% of “medical marijuana” users were not 
suffering from any life threatening illnesses. Similarly, in Colorado, according to the Department 
of Health, only 2% of users reported cancer, and less than 1% reported HIV/AIDS as their reason 
for using “medical marijuana”. Leading national medical and research organizations including 
the American Medical Association, National Institutes of Health, and Institute of Medicine agree 
that decisions about what constitutes “medicine” should be made by the FDA, and that these 
decisions should be grounded in science – not based on public opinion. At this time, smoked, 
inhaled, or ingested raw marijuana has not passed FDA standards of safety and efficacy and, 
therefore, is not medicine.   
 
This Administration has rightly taken the position that legalization of marijuana and other illicit 
drugs is a non-starter. In fact, efforts to legalize marijuana for “medicinal” or other purposes 
severely undermine drug prevention efforts. They further normalize marijuana use and thereby 
lessen the perceptions of its dangers and negative effects on our nation’s youth. According to the 
2011 Monitoring the Future Survey, more 8th, 10th and 12th graders are smoking marijuana 
every 30 days than cigarettes. Additionally, more teens are smoking marijuana on a daily basis, 
with one of every 15 high school seniors reporting smoking pot every day. With daily marijuana 
use among teens at a 20-year high, we should not be doing anything to decrease the perceptions 
of harm about this drug, such as promoting “marijuana as medicine”.  

SAMHSA’s (Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Association) 2008-2009 State 
Estimates of Drug Abuse show that four of the top five top states, and 14 of the 18 states with the 
highest percentage of past month marijuana users ages 12-17 are states with “medical marijuana” 
programs, and addiction rates among 12-17 year olds are also among the highest levels 
nationally in states that have “medical marijuana” programs.  
 



States that have approved “medical marijuana” use have experienced costly health and safety 
issues. The Colorado Department of Transportation found that after passing “medical marijuana” 
legislation in the state, drivers who tested positive for marijuana in fatal car crashes DOUBLED 
between 2006 and 2010. According to an October 2011 article in the Daily Tribune in Oakland 
County Michigan, burglaries and armed robberies were reported throughout Michigan at 
dispensaries in Lansing, Ann Arbor and Battle Creek in 2011. It is because of such increases in  
crime that some counties, cities and states that have passed “medical marijuana” by large 
majorities, are now working to ban dispensaries. They have seen first-hand that these 
dispensaries lead to increased crime and adversely affect the quality of life in their communities.   
 
It is for these reasons that the 18 national and 16 state organizations listed below commend your 
Administration for its efforts to enforce federal drug laws in states that allow “medical 
marijuana” and strongly urge you to reject any calls to revise the United States’ policies on 
currently illegal drugs to legalize them or make them more available for supposedly “medicinal” 
or any other purposes.  

Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely, 

National Organizations 

Association of State Criminal Investigative Agencies  

Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America 

Drug Free America Foundation, Inc. 

Institute for Behavior and Health, Inc.  

International Scientific and Medical Forum on Drug Abuse 

Major Cities Chiefs  

Major County Sheriffs of America 

National Association for Children of Alcoholics 

National Association of Drug Court Professionals 

National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence, Inc.  

National Narcotic Officers' Associations' Coalition 

National Sheriffs’ Association  

National Troopers Coalition  

Not My Kid 

Save Our Society From Drugs 

Students Against Destructive Decisions  

The International Association of Chiefs of Police 



The Partnership at Drugfree.org 

State Organizations 

Addiction Professionals of North Carolina  

Arizona Addiction Treatment Program  

Arizonans for Prevention  

Community Coalitions of Idaho  

Community Coalitions of Virginia  

Community Connections (West Virginia) 

DrugFreeAz.org 

Keep Arizona Drug Free 

Massachusetts Prevention Alliance 

MATFORCE, the Yavapai County Substance Abuse Coalition (Arizona) 

Minnesota State Association of Narcotics Investigators (MSANI)  

Navajo County Drug Project (Arizona) 

North Carolina Substance Abuse Federation  

North Carolina Substance Abuse Prevention Providers Association  

Lines for Life (Oregon)  

West Virginia CADCA 

 

 

 

 

 


